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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT


Donna & Steve Balchios 
Hometown:  We were both born in San Francisco and raised in the 
city. We moved to San Bruno in 1968 because Westlake was too 
foggy. Steve taught in San Francisco before Highway 280 was built. 
As a kid, I was known for … we were always into sports since we 
were little kids. 
Finish the sentence: Since I was a kid, I always wanted to be a … 
Steve: basketball player because I grew up playing basketball in 
school near my house.  
Where did you meet?  We met in 1960 as we were both playground 
directors at Hunters Point Playground in San Francisco in our 20s. 
Steve was a schoolteacher and was off for the summer. 
When did you join MRC?  1976, we were charter members.  
How did you hear about MRC?  One of the founding members, 
Mike Tyree, told us about it. He told us about the cost and there 
weren’t many places to play tennis. This was a big deal to have new 
courts on the Peninsula. 
What has changed at MRC over the years?  Steve used to wash the 
courts. It has evolved with new, younger members. Players used to 
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wait an hour for a court on weekends. It never used to be noisy, there are more airplanes flying overhead. From 
the original patio you couldn’t see all of court one so they decided to build the deck. 
~   ~   ~ 
When did you start playing tennis?  Steve in 1968 at age 33. Donna started at age 11 in Golden Gate Park as 
a summer activity as there was a Junior Wightman Cup team. I was on the junior team at about age 13-14. (The 
Wightman Cup was an annual women’s tennis competition that ran from 1923 through 1989 (except during 
WWII) between teams from the U.S. and Great Britain.) 
What's the best thing about tennis?  Steve: The competition, staying in shape, and meeting people. Donna: 
You can play your whole life no matter how old you are. As you leave other sports when you get older, you can 
still play tennis. 
What’s the worst thing about tennis?  Steve: Some people are poor losers. They’re great in the clubhouse, 
but …  Donna: I can’t think of anything bad about tennis. I believe that tennis keeps you physically active. I 
was a physical education major. It has so many pluses for the body. 
What’s your best tennis memory?  Donna:  I was a national hardcourt singles champion in age 40 category.   
I won two national championships when I was 40 (first 
one) and 45 (second one). I was ranked #1 in the nation at 
age 45 in singles. The biggest thing is I was on a Young 
Cup team in France (the USTA sent us), for women over 
age 40. There were three of us who went to Cannes, 
France to play their world cup. That was an honor. The 
U.S. won second place, Germany won first place.  
Steve: I got a basketball scholarship at USF and played in 
two national championships for USF with Bill Russell 
and K.C. Jones. We were national champions in the 1950s 
and USF hasn’t won it again since. 
What’s your killer shot?  Steve has a good backhand. 
He learned tennis quickly because basketball is the best 
carryover for tennis. Donna: My favorite was my 
backhand. I was a backcourt player because I was a 
singles player. My best thing was anticipation and 
endurance. We didn’t have tie breakers in the old days.     
I played a five hour singles match in the California State 
Open tournament at age 19. 
Do you have any advice for other tennis players?  
Steve: Play as much as you can. Donna: stay in good 
physical condition and enjoy it. 
Early days of the club:  We paid a $500 initiation fee. 
This was the height of the tennis boom. We’d wait to get 
on courts at San Bruno Park. This was a big deal to build five beautiful courts!!!  
~   ~   ~ 
What are your hobbies?  Steve: Tennis, reading (fiction). I was a history major and PE minor.  Donna: I 
garden, walk, and study alternative health.  
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Donna at 1979 Young Cup competition,  
Cannes, France, 1979  
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Professional background:  Donna: I was a PE teacher in San Francisco at AP Giannini Middle School. Steve: 
I was a PE teacher at Benjamin Franklin Middle School in the Fillmore in San Francisco for over 35 years. 
Greatest accomplishment:  Being married 57 years! 
Greatest passion:  Steve: Staying married! Tennis is a big part of our life.  Donna: Hanging out with him. 
I’ve never been able to:  Steve: I always wanted to be taller for basketball.    
Favorite quote:  Steve: “I think doth protest too much.” ~Shakespeare.  Donna: “We can put a man on the 
moon, why aren’t we curing cancer.”  
I’d give anything to meet:  Donna: My grandmother who I never met. She died when my mother was seven. 
She was from Odessa, New York and she died in 1917. For her day, she was smart and gutsy. She was a school 
teacher and she married my grandfather who was uneducated. She accomplished so much for a woman at her 
point in time. If I could meet anybody, I’ve always wished I could have met her. 
Steve: Rod Laver because when I started playing tennis he was the big tennis hero at the time. He was a nice 
guy (evidently) and a tennis champion. 
 I’ve always wanted to visit:  We’ve been to Europe many times and gone to the places we’ve really wanted to 
go. Steve’s parents were from Greece.  We’ve been to Greece 7-8 times and we went to the small village where 
his parents were from … it was fun. 

2020 Officers and Board of Directors
As approved at the December 3, 2019, Board of Directors meeting.
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“Tennis giants overtake MRC courts.” 
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Calendar & Events
Mark your calendars for these upcoming events …

•Pickleball  —  is here for those who have game so grab paddles and balls inside the storage unit on the deck. 
  Find the key inside the clubhouse hanging on the wall to the right of the door as you step inside. 
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Jan. 19 (Sunday), Martin Luther King Day Fun Day potluck, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Feb. 17 (Monday), President’s Day Fun Day potluck, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

March 22 (Sunday), Giants Day potluck, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
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Past events:   
We continue to see enthusiastic participation in MRC’s Fun Days in October and November. Even fall rains or 
damp courts won’t keep our members away from tennis and food! Keep up the enthusiasm! 

20 enthusiastic members participated in the Italian-themed Columbus Day Fun Day on a fairly windless day, 
including new member Mike Perrando. And, hey look, Dean Hafeman is back on the courts! 

The December 7 holiday party was a festive 
evening with colorful decorations provided by 
Janice Carter! Thanks, Janice! 

As always, thanks to our tournament director, 
Ken Hoeck, an expert in match pairings, and to 
our social committee, Janice, Helen Brosnan, 
Andrea Polites and Barbara Smith for 
preparation and clean up. 

Members enjoy tasty food at MRC’s festive holiday party. 
Shown: Linda Difuntorum, Barbara Smith, Lori Horn and 

Carol High. Background: John Picetti and John Warnes.  
Photo/Janice Carter 

Tennis Corner and Team News
>> By Sylvia Warnes, MRC Roving Correspondent, December 9, 2019:

The Millbrae Hurricanes completed the first half of their season on December 16 with only one rain out! The 
team is in the Wimbledon Division this year so the competition is more difficult and we have more teams and 
matches to play! However, our team is holding its own with many competitive matches! Our injuries have been 
minor and the team is ready for the next half of the tennis season in 2020. Go Hurricanes!  

The Racquet Royals played all of their scheduled matches for the first half of the season. The combined 
practices with the Royals and Banshees are very successful and well attended. Our combined holiday get- 
together was Wednesday, December 11 with Round Robin tennis. 

SFPTL players Lauren Rosen and Missy Chiesa wait out a rain delay.
Photo/Janice Carter

>> By Missy Chiesa, MRC Correspondent & Banshees co-captain, 
December 31, 2019:

This year the SFPTL changed their divisions and tiers and compressed 
five divisions into three. The result is that the Banshees, who were 
previously smack dab in the middle of the third division, are now in 
the 2nd division playing teams that were one division above us last year. 
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While the Banshees record this season is not heavy on the "wins" side, we are enjoying playing the tougher 
teams, making our battles hard fought and creating learning experiences. In some cases, the team has pulled out 
the occasional “win," stunning the teams we play and giving us joy.  

As we start out the second half, we look forward to giving it our best, having fun play, and representing our 
team and our club with enthusiasm. 

USTA Team kicks off  2020 — more players welcome!  

2020 Adult 40 & Over Womens 3.5 
MILLBRAE RC 40AW3.5A 

Captain Jan Akers and Co-Captain Linda Difuntorum are leading a 2020 Adult 40 & Over Womens 3.5  
USTA team. The team will host home matches in January through March. Look for notices at the club and 
come out to cheer on our team!   If interested in joining the team, contact Jan at jakers002@gmail.com.

Check on the link for details:  https://www.ustanorcal.com/teaminfo.asp?id=87166 

Tennis lessons in 2020 

Court alert 

On a total of four Wednesdays between now and March 2020, a SFPTL team may reserve up to four courts for 
a league match. To see how many courts are in use, check the court calendars or webcam on the MRC website, 
millbraeracquetclub.net. 

News Flash
Welcome our newest members!  We’re glad you’re here:    

• Maureen Olson from San Mateo 
• Jeanine Diaz de Rivera and Teddy Diaz de Rivera from Daly City. 
• See below for more details —  

Consider tennis lessons to get ready for 
spring tennis!  Contact Paul Rubas for a 
variety of tennis clinics or lessons for both 
members and prospective members. 
Call Paul at (650) 430-2836 a few days in 
advance to set up lessons or clinics. 

Jonathan Sun, our popular youth pro 
teaches ages 8 and up on Saturdays/Sundays 
starting at 9 a.m.  

Check the webcam for court availability.
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>> New member Jay Jay Lubiano wants to play weekends. Contact her on her cell at 415-940-8839 or 
email suratwadee.lak@gmail.com. She’s ready to start playing tennis again! 

Thanks to Bob Lopez and his son for painting our bathrooms. 

———————-————

Who Said It?
(see bottom of this page for the answer)

“Never marry a tennis player. Love means nothing to them.”

———————-————

~  The last Sunday of  the month is Free Guest Day (all day!)  ~ 

  Did you know?        
  The MRC court hours:  8 a.m. to sundown.     

  *New* Clubhouse hours:  6 a.m. to 10 p.m.  (previously 8 a.m.)   

LOST OR STOLEN KEYS SHOULD BE REPORTED ASAP TO 
MRC MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR, Claudia Edson at stedson1@aol.com. 

REMEMBER:  There is a $100 referral credit available for bringing in 
a new member. This will be credited on your next renewal! 

Answer to Who Said It?:  ~Bill Murray

Maureen Olson  3.5 USTA 
aka  Liz Olson 
2227 Allegheny Way 
San Mateo, CA 94402 
lizolson2005@gmail.com 
cell  650 274-5988 

Maureen plays only doubles, day leagues, and USTA. She 
can play both weekdays and weekends and this year she has 
a set game on Wed./Thur. and sometimes Tues./Fridays.

Jeanine Diaz de Rivera  3.0 USTA 
650 219-6544 
jeanineddr@comcast.net 
Teddy Diaz de Rivera 3.5 Self 
650 445-9926 
teddyddr@comcast.net 
76 Palmdale Ave. 
Daly City, CA 94015 
650 994-4535 

They prefer to play doubles … day, evenings, 
weekdays or weekends. Jeanine plays USTA. 
Teddy will sometimes play singles.
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Members On the Move
Traveling in 2020? We’d love to hear about your travels (and learn a 

thing or two along the way)! Just email Carol High at 

carolhigh@hotmail.com and tell her where you’ve been. And include 

some photos, too! 

Co-Presidents Message
Hello MRC members, 
 
A very Happy New Year 2020 to you all! With our new year, we 
have a new board, new insurance, and new requirements. 

To our new 2020 Board (see page 3 for list of Officers) — thank 
you for taking on another year of responsibilities for our amazing 
Millbrae Racquet Club. Your time and assistance keeping things 
running smoothly are greatly appreciated.  

You’ll note that there is a new co-president role. Jan and I will 
share the position of president this year, as I will be transitioning 
out as president in 2021. I am excited to share the role with Jan. 
She is an amazing person and I know Jan will do a great job.  

(Read Jan’s first co-president’s note for just how awesome she is!) 

Our new insurance requires we have some new procedures in 
place. You might have noticed the new plaques in the parking lot. 
Another one is the requirement that all members sign waivers 
releasing liability of the club if injured. We looked around at other 
clubs and this is a standard practice at most clubs.  

Later on this month, we’ll be sending out a document for you to 
sign. Only one member of the family needs to sign, but we do need 
it signed and sent back. On a “going forward” basis, signing the 
waiver will occur when each new member starts their membership 
at MRC.  

We will also need all guests to sign in personally in the guest 
book. Their signature will waive any liability for the club.   

Wishing you all a happy, healthy, and fantastic New Year. Hope to 
see you on the courts soon.  

Missy
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To MRC members, 

Who could ask for a better New Years 
gift than joining Missy as co-president 
at MRC in 2020!  

I hope to lessen Missy's load and 
quickly take on as much as possible, 
but I have sort of a big event on     
May 24th, my daughter's wedding in 
Boothbay, Maine. Hence, the decision 
to share president duties at least for the 
first half of the year.  

The past several months it's been great 
contributing to the club and getting to 
know other board members as I 
worked on PR activities.  

We are still the best kept secret on the 
upper Peninsula so PR and new 
member recruitment remain priorities.  

More to come on this soon but please 
share your ideas with me! 

Jan
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