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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT


Shah Akram 
How did you get connected with MRC?  I found it on Yelp as I was 
looking for tennis in the area. Someone made a review and it was 
only $600, it’s a steal. We just moved to Pacifica and other clubs are 
expensive. I’d like to join a USTA team in either singles or doubles. 
When did you begin playing tennis and why?  I started in 1993 
watching the Australian Open and I wanted to go out and see how it 
was. I was born in Bangladesh and there was a Bangladesh tennis 
federation. The bus ride to the tennis federation was two hours each 
way. My dad wasn’t that encouraging, so I just did it on my own. He  
thought I wouldn’t stick with the game, but I did.   
I enjoy the history of the sport. It’s a great medium to meet new 
people in new areas, an easy way to find new friends. 
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Shah in Paris at Roland-Garros for the French Open. 
Photo provided by Shah Akram.
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Do you prefer singles or doubles?  Singles! But I feel that I need to learn doubles better. I feel like a fish out 
of water at the net and knowing when to step in at the net. So much of doubles is communication with your 
partner. 
Have you ever played USTA?  Yeah, twice. In Virginia at 3.5 level and last year on a team in Fremont. Both 
were singles. 
Does your family play tennis or other sports?  My wife Brooke is into swimming. She swam competitively 
in high school and she’s taking our son Zaf to swim lessons. 
Was this your first time at the French Open?  It was. My wife Brooke gave me the okay to go on my own to 
see round one; I was in Paris for a week. I saw Frances Tiafoe an American up-and-coming player. Clay courts 
are my favorite because the points are longer and can’t just serve your way out. You need more than serve on 
clay. 
What's the best thing about tennis?  Meeting new people and the game itself. I enjoy all racquet sports,  
badminton, table tennis, I’ve always enjoyed hitting balls with racquets. 
What’s the worst thing about tennis?  For me the mental aspect is the most torturous aspect. Half the game is 
mental, especially when people are waiting for you to make an unforced error. The mental aspect can get 
unpleasant at times.  
Specialty:  People say my serve is pretty good. I’ve learned by hitting against the wall. All my hours at the 
Bangladesh tennis fed was hitting against the wall. I have an extreme Western grip, it’s a blessing and a curse. 
It can take too much effort. People say I have too much topspin on my forehand. 
Do you have any advice for other tennis players?  Just show up on the court and keep hitting the ball. You’ll 
find yourself in a Zen space. Put in the time to develop motor skills, muscle memories. I’ve recently taken up 
surfing and it finally clicks in your mind. When you get the shots in, it’s really rewarding. It’s a simple choice 
in life just to be out on the court. 
——— 
Hometown: Dhaka, Bangladesh. I had a great childhood. My parents were strict. I left at 17 to come to the 
U.S. for college. I came to Kansas of all places and I made friends for life. I did my undergrad at Wichita State 
University. It wasn’t planned, it happened on a whim as my friends applied to Kansas so I did, too. 
   I met Brooke, my wife, in Indiana in grad school. I went to the School of Education at Indiana to do a 
research project to help kids learn games. Brooke was pursuing her PhD in Education. We lived in Myanmar 
for a year when Brooke was working with UNESCO to help the Ministry of Education in Myanmar to come up 
with teacher programs. 
As a kid, I was known for … playing racquet sports. Most of my friends at school weren’t into racquet sports. 
Most others played soccer or cricket.  
What are your hobbies?  Tennis and surfing has been taking up a little time now. Now that we’re in Pacifica 
and have access to the ocean, I can connect my passion for the water. It helps to appreciate the level of effort 
and learning how to surf.  
Favorite family activity?  Exploring new places. In the Bay Area there’s so much to do with our young son, 
Zaf (age 5). Going to the children’s Bay Area Discovery Museum at Cavallo Point and we also spend a lot of 
time at the Academy of Sciences in Golden Gate Park.  
——— 
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Professional credentials:  I’m a software engineer and I’m doing the website for the World Surf League. I 
work from home. Brooke’s work brought us to the Bay Area. I’ve worked remotely for the last five years to 
give Brooke more flexibility. 
Finish the sentence: Since I was a kid, I always wanted to be a … to find a line of work I would be proud of 
doing and do other things. 
Currently working on … the website for the World Surf League. It pays the bills.  
What do you want to be when you grow up?  If not engineering, I would have studied geology.  
Greatest accomplishment to date:  My son! For sure. 
Greatest passion:  Tennis! It has been the one constant in my life. A lot of things have come and gone but 
tennis is one thing I’ve stuck with. 
——— 
I’d give anything to meet:  Mahatma Gandhi. I never understood how he stood for nonviolence in the face of 
utter oppression.  
I’ve often been mistaken for … a Latino. People will come up to me and start speaking to me in Spanish. I 
say “lociento habla no espanol” (sorry i don’t speak Spanish). I say “yo soy de Bangladesh” (I’m from 
Bangladesh). I’ve been learning Spanish just to make it easier and I’d like to travel south of the border.  
My biggest pet peeve is … being messy. Brooke would know.  
Nobody knows about me … surfing is what I do for work. It’s also the story of how we’ve traveled to so 
many places to get to this point. It’s a long complicated story. 
What would MRC members be surprised to know about you?  I’ve been to the Austrialian and French 
Open. My goal is to go to all four Grand Slams. 
Favorite quote:  “An eye for an eye leaves the whole world blind.” ~Mahatma Gandhi 
I’ve always wanted to visit:  There are just so many places. Next year I’d like to go to Wimbledon and cap it 
off from the tennis perspective. For the longest time I wanted to go to Machu Picchu and we went four years 
ago. I’d always wanted to do that. 
Anything else about yourself you’d like to share with MRC members?  I’d like to play singles! Call me up 
if you’re up for a game. I like to play weekends early in the morning and Tuesday/Thursday evenings. 
# # # 

Calendar & Events
Mark your calendars for these upcoming events:  

millbraeracquetclub.net �3

Get ready for “It’s all about Wimbledon!” 
The June 30 (Sunday) Fun Day is your chance to 

wear your tennis whites and play with your wooden racquets.  
There will even be Wimbledon door prizes that day 

for donated Wimbledon tennis towels!  9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
   Share your tasty favorites!  It’s a potluck!   
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• Sunday Social Tennis is ongoing at 2 p.m. No signup necessary —  for a fun Sunday afternoon!    
Open to members and their friends and it’s free! 
• Ongoing:  Tuesday Social Doubles tennis 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. Just email Todd Lamont to be added to the 
doodle signup. Or, sign up at http://bit.ly/MRCTuesdayDoodle and come out for some tennis! 
• August 4 (Sunday) for a Fun Day Potluck from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
• September 2 (Monday) Labor Day & Fun Day Potluck from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
•  Pickleball  —  drop by and play one of the hottest games around!  Pickleball is here for those who 
have game! Find the key inside the clubhouse hanging on the wall to the right of the door as you step 
inside. Grab pickleball paddles and balls inside the storage unit on the deck (the one on the left). 

Past events:  27 attended MRC Fun Day on May 5 
We had 27 enthusiastic attendees for our May 5 Cinco de Mayo Fun Day. Thanks to our great tournament 
director, Ken Hoeck, and the food committee for food preparation and clean up after. Thanks, all! 

28 people came out for MRC Memorial Day Fun Day on May 27 
Besides great participation, we had Fun Day, including visitors all the way from Redding! (they found us 
online!) 
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Tennis action and food and decorations for 
Cinco de Mayo Fun Day play. 

Photo by Carol High.

Our Fun Day guests Larry Olmstead and Michele Chandler from Redding 
found MRC on the internet!  Michele is a journalist and a 4.0 player.  
Larry is on the Board of Directors of USTA NorCal and is also the 
President of United Way of Northern California. 

They appreciated our warm welcome and the delicious food. (If only they 
lived closer.) 

Photo by Janice Carter.
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Tennis Corner and Team News
USTA news reported by Lauren Rosen, MRC Roving Team Correspondent:

Two teams just started their USTA seasons, a Women’s 55+ 7.0 team captained by Jan Akers and Sally 
Downing, and a brand new Women’s 55+ 6.0 team with new captain Janice Carter (co-captain Ginny Machak). 
Start thinking now about fall and winter USTA teams. The USTA NorCal calendar for the rest of 2019 features:  
 70+ daytime teams with team registration from July 22 - August 12, playing season is Sept. 9 - Dec. 6. 
Combo Men’s and Women’s doubles (partners are same sex with mixed ratings) with team registration July 15 
- August 12 and playing season Sept. 16 - Dec. 15. 
Mixed 40 & Over doubles with team registration July 15 - August 12 and playing season Sept. 16 - Dec. 15. 
Lauren Rosen (laurensrosen@gmail.com) would be happy to help new or returning USTA captains find players 
and set up teams. Contact her or any of our current USTA players for more information. 

Check online for USTA (http://bit.ly/MRC-USTA) and SFPTL teams at MRC.
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Recap of MRC USTA teams: 
Women’s 55+ 7.0 with Jan Akers, captain (Sally Downing, co-captain) 

New:  Women’s 55+ 6.0 with Janice Carter, captain (Ginny Machak, co-captain) 
Both teams are looking for players! If interested, contact the captains.

Fun Day “Eye on the Ball” shoutouts to Linda Difuntorum (right) and Todd High (left). 

Fun Day Mascot, Barbara Smith (below). 

Photos by Janice Carter.

mailto:laurensrosen@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/2P32rBc
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News Flash
NEW MEMBERS:  Welcome to MRC    

Shahrier (“Shah") Akram  3.5 USTA 
701 Big Bend Dr., Pacifica, CA 94044 
Cell (812) 272-5420 
shahrier.akram@gmail.com 
Wants to play singles and USTA! Open to doubles, too.

Ben Wu  4.5 USTA 
Livia Wu   beginner 
865 Larkspur Dr., Millbrae, CA 94030 
Ben's cell  (212) 203-5877 
wu.benjamin@gmail.com 
Livia's cell  (650) 457-4679 
priskalivia@gmail.com 
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 Contact Paul Rubas for a variety of tennis clinics and 
lessons for both members and prospective members. 

Just remember that they will be arranged by members. 

Call Paul at (650) 430-2836 to set up lessons or clinics. 
A few days notice is recommended.

Peninsula Tennis League senior team, Racquet Royals, end of season celebration. 

Captain Terry reports that the team had a tough, rainy season this past year with about eight reschedules 
— the most ever for our MRC Senior Team of ten years!

http://millbraeracquetclub.net
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Members On the Move
Tell us about your trips! And include some photos, too! 

Carol & Todd High went to Monaco in April -  
We went to round one of the Rolex Monte-Carlo Masters at the Monte-Carlo Country Club in Monaco. 
Carol shares:  “The views from our seats of the azure Mediterranean waters on one side and the cliffs of 
Monaco on the other make it a truly stunning venue. Part of the reason that I love this tournament, besides the 
venue, is that my birthday always falls right in the middle of the week of the event. Here’s to April 2020!” 

Todd’s shares:  “Fantastic Fabio Fognini was cheered on by crazed Italian fans. He struggled in his first set in 
the first round on the red clay. With the stirring cries of “Fabio, Fabio” from the adoring Italian fans, he made 
an improbable comeback. A Cinderella story as he won the Rolex Monte-Carlo Masters tournament knocking 
out Nadal in the semis. (see photos above) 

Kazue Preiser  3.5 USTA 
650 867-3350 
kpreiser@hotmail.com 
Larry Preiser  3.0 self 
(415) 307-4391 
lpreiser@hotmail.com 
205 De Anza Blvd. #181, San Mateo, CA 94402 

Haochu Huang 3.0 self 
1120 Oxford Rd., Burlingame, CA 04010 
(650) 255-8397 
haochu.huang@gmail.com

Alex Para  3.0 self 
2305 Poppy Dr., Burlingame, CA  94010 
(510) 326-2539 
alex@futsal.org
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Jim & Arline Van Ness went to Europe and beyond -  
Jim and Arline are back from a three week trip that started with three days in Madrid, which included the 
impressive Royal Palace and the Prado art museum. We then took a 186 mph train to Barcelona, where we saw 
Gaudi’s fantastic Sagrada Familia church and two homes he built, Casa Vicens and Palau Guell. We boarded 
Oceania Cruise’s Nautica for visits to Alicante, Granada, and Gibraltar. Next stops were the Canary Islands of 
Lanzarote, Tenerife, and Gran Canaria; all are volcanic with beach resorts for European vacationers.  
We stopped in Tangier, Morocco, for a walk through the Medina (old town). From Cadiz we went to Jerez to 
see a horse show and sample sherry. The final stop, Lisbon, Portugal, included two royal palaces in Sintra. 

President’s Message
Hello MRC members, 

Happy Summer to you all. The sun is shining, the birds are chirping and the courts are active with MRC 
members. Whether it’s for fun or for league matches, it is always a treat to see everyone out there hitting.  

Along with the summer comes our annual membership renewal. We have added an additional “early pay” 
discount this year. I hope to see you all renewed and out there on the courts. Additionally, we’ll have a “refer a 
player” incentive. Starting July 2019, for each new member you refer and signs up, you’ll get $100 off your 
renewal for the 2020/2021 year.  

Meanwhile, grab your racquet and come play on the next Fun Day:  Sunday, June 30. It’s a great way to see 
everyone and get some good tennis in.  

Hope to see you soon!  

Missy
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                  Horse show in Jerez, Spain.                                           Pena Palace in Sintra, Portugal. 
             Photos provided by Jim & Arline.
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