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Note from the editor:

You’ll notice a new design for Between The Lines with our spring 
issue. Check out the new masthead above and now you can read the 
co-presidents’ letter on page one. The member spotlight has moved to 
the back of the newsletter, but it’s just as compelling! 

We’re in this together 
Dear Members,  

We hope you are managing through this difficult time, finding 
unique, new things to improve your home and yourself and 
staying well. It’s hard on all of us to have our courts closed,  
but spring is here and summer is right around the corner. 
Hopefully, we’ll have the courts open soon for Fun Day.  
Please abide by the club closure.  

It is our intention and great hope to hold the Giants’ Fun Day 
raffle that we had to cancel due to Covid-19 with our next  
Fun Day. Stay tuned for new alerts.  

     — Missy and Jan 
        Co-presidents 

millbraeracquetclub.net 1

The best tennis club in 
town since 1975    
Great tennis among 
friend on 5 courts 

Millbrae, Calif. 

650-583-4345 
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Refer a new member and get a     
$100 credit on your renewal 

Tennis and Pickleball, too 

Fun for the whole family 

Juniors program • Club PRO 

USTA teams and social activities 

Five newly resurfaced courts 

Affordable memberships 

No initiation fee

BETWEEN THE LINES
Carol High, Editor-in-Chief  |  Jim Van Ness, Copy Editor  |  Janice Carter, Photographer

ALERT: THE MRC FACILITY IS CLOSED DUE TO 
COVID-19 PER COUNTY HEALTH ORDERS. 

Please respect this order and we will alert you as 
soon as we receive approval to reopen.
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Calendar Events & Fun Days
Mark your calendars for these upcoming events: 

Past fun day events:
Due to the unprecedented coronavirus health circumstances, we canceled the March 22 Fun Day. 

31 enthusiastic members came out on Feb. 17 for a glorious fun day. It was a beautiful, warm, windless 
winter day and we got to play with several new members including Steve Oliver, Tom McKay, Mike 
Perrando, and Ramesh Dronamraju.


27 people enjoyed fun tennis and tasty food at the Jan. 19 Fun Day, the day the San Francisco 
49ers steamrolled the Green Bay Packers 37-20 in the NFC West championship game. 
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Feb. 17 Fun Day with Missy Chiesa, Ken Hoeck, 
Teddy Diaz de Rivera and Gordon & Bing Hattori. 

Photo/Carol High

Feb. 17 Fun Day with Mike Klingler, Ole Flodin, 
Ramesh, Todd High, and Tom.  

Photo/Carol High

Cancelled: May 3 (Sunday), Cinco de Mayo First Pitch Fun Day potluck 

Hopefully: May 25 (Monday), Memorial Day Fun Day bbq $12, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
We remain hopeful for the May 25 Fun Day. Stay tuned for updates. 

June 28 (Sunday), Independence Day Fun Day (bbq) $12, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

New for spring* Wednesday drop-in tennis at 10:30 a.m.  
That’s right. We added Wednesdays drop-in tennis for mid-week play!

http://millbraeracquetclub.net
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Feb. 17 Fun Day - this is winter?
Photos by Janice Carter

Tennis Corner: Team News and more
USTA team news:    
by Carol High 

We ended the abruptly shortened USTA 2020 Adult 40 & Over Womens 3.5 season with our final match on 
Sunday, March 8, against PTC. We played tough, but PTC did prevail. 
Our team ended the abbreviated USTA season with a 1-3 record. Many of the matches were very close and we 
represented MRC well. Great play ladies, it’s always a pleasure to represent the Millbrae Racquet Club! 
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SFPTL league news: 
by Terry Lewandowski 
The Racquet Royals completed all matches (seven) except one, which is rescheduled for April 22. If we are 
back on the courts by then, our season Round Robin Tennis & Luncheon is scheduled for April 15. The Royals 
combined practices with the Banshees were well attended and very successful under Rita Armstrong's 
leadership.  

The SFPTL (San Francisco Peninsula Tennis League) has suspended all competitive matches in our league until 
April 15. At that time, it will be decided if the season will be ended. 

by Missy Chiesa 

The Banshees had some pretty fantastic matches the second half of the season. We didn’t win a lot, but we feel 
our competitiveness has increased. Lots of juice games, lots of close matches, and most of all, lots of fun. 
However, due to the crazy times with the shelter in place, our season is currently on hold. Not sure if we will 
continue to play out the season or call it off for the year and start again in September. 

Tennis pro Jonathan Sun (jonathansun81@gmail.com) teaches youth ages 8+.

News Flash
MRC welcomes the following new members: 
Patrick Qua  beginner 
650-678-4349 cell   
quapatrick@gmail.com 
Patrick is a beginning tennis  
player; his teenage son takes 
lessons from Jonathan. 
He does not play pickleball. 
——— 
Linda Grasberger  3.5 USTA 
650-759-5022 
maxymerl@yahoo.com 
Brian Grasberger  Beginner 
650-759-5023 
——— 
Bong Munoz  3.5 Self 
517-980-6485 
bongmunoz@gmail.com 
Becky Munoz  2.5 Self 
517-230-0932 
rebecsmunoz@gmail.com 
——— 
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Ramesh Dronamraju  3.5 USTA 
781-956-7965 
rcdronamraju@gmail.com 
——— 
Steve Oliver  3.5 self 
415-912-0521 
swoliver3@gmail.com 
Sarah Oliver  beginner 
773-809-2037 
seoliver3@gmail.com 
Steve plays pickleball. 
——— 
Tom McKay  intermediate 
650-504-9315 
tmmckay@hotmail.com 
(Ramesh, Steve and Tom 
already know each other)  
——— 
Warren Young  3.5 Self 
650-465-8787 cell 
510 648-4466 home   
wyoungcausa@gmail.com 
Warren is looking to hit with players at the 4.0 level.
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Applause & Thank You’s: Richard, Robert, Bob & Ole!
Thank yous to Richard deLeon and Robert Falls for helping 
Bob Lopez replace the nets on courts 1 and 3. Your help is much 
appreciated. The old saying “it’s takes a village” is so true when it 
comes to handling the ongoing tasks at MRC. Our village is pretty 
awesome and we look forward to putting these nets to the test! 

  Thank you Bob, Rich and Robert for handling    
        club maintenance duties.  

A huge thank you to Ole Flodin for painting the inside 
       of the club’s front door. You’re awesome, Ole!        

Your Health & Wellness: Dimensions of wellness 
by Courtney High, health & wellness special correspondent 

• Balance good physical health with awareness of your mental health needs 
• Expand your knowledge to stimulate your intellectual health dimensions 
• Feeling your feelings and understanding your feelings and those of others 
• https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5508938/ 

 

The Woof Report
It is with great sadness we announce the passing of Biscuit the dog, MRC’s 
unofficial mascot. Living with Dave and Sylvia Jackson across the street 
from MRC, Biscuit took daily strolls with Dave and made impromptu visits in 
the club to say “hi,” and to be sure the place was secure and “food scrap free.”  

At 16 years of age, even though he was slowing down, he still enjoyed 
walking the neighborhood and keeping an eye out for his pals at MRC. 
We’ll miss ya Biscuit.  
 

Members on the Move
Andrea Polites and son Alex Stavosky went to Barcelona in February 
with Alex’s BIS Spanish Immersion class. Alex wanted to play on red 
clay “and slide like Rafa and the other Spaniards.” 
They played tennis in La Vall d’Hebron, the site of the ‘92 Summer 
Olympics, and chased down skidding balls and Alex got red clay all 
over his shoes, which was one of his main goals.  

Carol & Todd High visited Cabo in January 2020. 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Jan Akers, co-president 
Hometown: Palo Alto. I’m a real native. 
What was growing up in Palo Alto like? Palo Alto was a typical college town in those days. It had Stanford, 
but downtown Palo Alto had a grocery store, ice cream shop, fabric store, music store, a theater. There weren’t 
any fancy stores and we rode our bikes everywhere. You didn’t worry about anything happening and your 
parents didn’t drive you to school. It was a fun place to grow up. Things were changing rapidly with the 
beginning of Silicon Valley. That took off after I left for college in Colorado. I returned in 1990. 
My childhood nickname was…I was called 
Juanita at college in the sorority. I don’t know why. 
As a kid, I was known for…organizing things. I 
was always the one to get everyone together by 
saying “let’s do this, let’s do that.” 
When did you begin playing tennis? I didn’t start 
until I was a senior in college because I started 
dating a guy who was a really good player. He was 
a 5.0 and (poor guy) he had to put up with playing 
with me. I played until I got married and had a 
family, then, tennis went by the wayside for 15 
years. I got back into it about 2005 through the 
SFPTL day leagues. 
What's the best thing about tennis? Meeting new 
people. You meet people from all different 
backgrounds. There’s no common profile of a tennis 
player. I also love tennis because you can get a lot of 
exercise in a short amount of time. There is mental, as 
well as physical, exercise. I don’t like going to the 
gym. It’s relatively quick, unlike golf. Tennis is 
relatively inexpensive, so it’s accessible to lots of people. 
What’s the worst thing about tennis? Rain! An injury wouldn’t be fun. One of the challenges is that you have 
to find other players, you need opponents. That’s the great thing about MRC, you have a group of people, so 
it’s easier than public courts. 
What’s the farthest you’ve traveled to take in tennis? I’ve been to all the Grand Slams, so the farthest is 
Australia. I feel lucky to do that.  
What’s your best tennis memory? Going to Nationals in 2013 in Surprise, AZ, with the Woodside women’s 
55+ team. To go beyond the typical season is pretty exciting. We met ladies from all over the country, which 
was fun. We had an advantage because we were used to playing outside all year round, as opposed to other 
players who played indoor tennis and suddenly had to deal with sun or wind. 
Specialty shot: My backhand volley. People don’t expect that to be a strong shot. I prefer it to other shots. 
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February in Telluride, CO. From left, Kyle (fiancé), Blair, Jan, 
Frank and Cody the dog. Dogs can ride the gondolas so Frank met 

us mid mountain for lunch. John (our son) wasn’t able to join us 
since he started working. 

Photo/courtesy Jan Akers
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Do you have any advice for other tennis players? Yes! Make an effort to play with lots of different people 
because that’s how you improve your game. If you stay with the same people, it doesn’t give you a chance to 
improve. Tennis is about patterns. If you don’t see new patterns, you’re not challenged to try something new. 
I would add to play with people in different age groups. If you’re on the courts with older players, they’re 
crafty, they play with finesse, they’ll surprise you. 
Similarly, the younger players don’t have consistency, so keep the ball in play and they’ll eventually miss. 
Other advice I’d add is to challenge yourself to be patient; don’t try to hit a winner immediately, give yourself a 
chance to win the point. 
Do you have any pets? A dog and a cat that were originally our daughter’s. When she moved out of 
California, they became ours. 
What are your hobbies? Tennis! (lol) Gardening! We’re on a hill now, so it’s a lot more challenging. 
Favorite food? beverage? My favorite beverage is a margarita and my favorite food is Mexican. Our family 
has a tradition of going to Celia’s on Friday nights as our go-to place. 
What’s your favorite time of day? Morning! When we have matches at 3 p.m., it’s hard as I have no energy.  
My hero is…my dad. He was a role model because he started his own business and got involved in the 
community. He was always giving back. He went out of his way, if you were in a group and someone was 
standing alone, to bring them into the conversation. 
We were expected to do things, to chip in. The family built a cabin in the mountains and we were involved in 
chores and maintenance. It was a learn by doing upbringing that brought self-reliance. We figured out how to 
do things. It’s impressive that MRC members built the deck here. We have talented members! 
I have an irrational fear of … snails. I know it’s ridiculous, because they’re so innocuous. When I’m in the 
garden, I run into them all the time. One day my stepdaughter put a rubber snail in the shower before I took a 
shower. I heard her laughing when she heard me shriek.  
My biggest pet peeve is … I feel that there are too many of them. (lol) My family leaving their dishes on the 
counter rather than putting them directly in the dishwasher. Let’s just be more efficient. 
I’ve often been mistaken for … when the first Star Wars came out, some people would say “you look like 
Carrie Fisher.” Often, people think I’m taller than I am.  
Professional credentials:  I was global marketing director for the technology industry at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. And, no, I don’t miss it at all. 
Finish the sentence: Since I was a kid, I always wanted to be a…dancer! I danced when I was young. My 
mom didn’t encourage me to continue with music and dance in high school once I got busier. 
When I went on my toes (“on pointe”) in ballet in high school, I realized it was very difficult. 
Currently working on: I used to play the oboe and I started practicing again. Kathy Blenko has encouraged 
me to join the San Mateo Senior Center where a group of people play music together. Kathy plays the piano. I 
need to practice before I show up, though. 
I’m on the board of our Burlingame Hills Improvement Association and I’ve been asked to follow the 3G/4G/
5G expansion in our community (putting extension on poles to increase the service). 
What do you want to be when you grow up: I either got there or I didn’t! At this stage of my life I want to 
stay active and healthy. I do this by being involved in things, to have a hobby that gets me out. 
Greatest accomplishment: Raising successful adults. Now I can say that as my son is on his own. 
Greatest passion: I love skiing. You have a window every year and this year was a good year in Colorado. 
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Private pleasure: I like red wine from Sherwin Family Vineyards on Spring Mountain in Napa Valley. They 
have a red wine blend called seller’s scraps, it’s the leftover from the year’s Cabernets. It’s a mixture of 
different years, and it’s really good (and less expensive). We’re members of their wine club. 
Nobody knows I’m: a California native. And, nobody knows I lived in Chicago for seven years. I eventually 
discovered that it’s too flat and too cold. If you like the outdoors, it’s limiting there. 
What would MRC members be surprised to know about you?  In college, I went on a Semester at Sea 
where we sailed around the world. We went to South Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, India, Sri Lanka, Singapore, 
Egypt (thru the Suez Canal), Greece, Crete, and Spain, then back across the Atlantic to Baltimore. That was an 
amazing experience. When we got off the boat, students took public transit. 
In India, we flew to Agra to see the Taj Mahal. In Egypt, we took a bus to the Valley of the Kings. 
Would you like to return to those places? Yes! As a result of the trip, I’d like to be traveling more. Some 
people get anxious about travel, but nothing fazes me. 
I’ve never been able to: I’ve never been able to throw a ball, that’s why I can’t serve properly. I need someone 
to teach me how to throw a ball. 
Favorite quote: It’s not really a quote, but the saying that patience is a virtue. There are so many situations that 
this could be a positive thing. 
I’d give anything to meet: Margaret Thatcher. I feel like she was far ahead of her time as a woman in that role. 
It seemed that she commanded the respect of world leaders. 
I’ve always wanted to visit: New Zealand. I haven’t been there yet and there’s more variety there. Also, I want 
to see the fjords in Norway. As a kid I was fascinated by the Amazon. 

—— About MRC —— 
What inspired you to join the MRC board as co-president?  In early 2019 I wanted to join the board to 
ensure the future of this club because it’s a real gem. I realize from what I’ve done that you need people to get 
involved to keep it running. You can’t expect the same people… You need new people to get involved to not 
wear people out. You need new ideas. 
What are the best things about MRC?  It’s focused solely on tennis so it makes it cost effective. It’s a nice 
size membership. I think we need more members, but you don’t feel that you’re fighting to get a court. I love 
all the people at MRC, they’re good, fun people. 
How do you see the current state of the club today?  I think we’re in a good place, but we need to focus on 
increasing membership. Naturally, people move on and recently we’ve added quite a few new members. I’d 
encourage people to talk about MRC with others. People just don’t know about MRC. 
What’s your vision to strengthen MRC into the future?  It would be nice to offer clinics to give people a 
way to play regularly without having to organize ourselves. 
What would you change/improve?  I’d like to see how we can have regular, organized tennis as we bring in 
new members. We’re looking into getting heaters for the deck. If we had more teaching here, we could add a 
new screen dividing court 5 from the other courts. 
I’d like a more formal process for member outreach to be sure we don’t miss including new members. We want 
to get new members involved right away with more touch points. 
I’m looking for opportunities to use the digital age for club management, court scheduling, and for regular 
communication with club members. 
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